
US BEARS 
Romans 15:1-13 (p. 1766) January 28, 2017  

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you,  
in order to bring praise to God. 

Romans 15:7 

Getting to “we” (notice two switches from Romans 14: “you” to “we” and “brother” to “neighbor”) 

We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves.   

Each of us ought to please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.    Romans 15:1-2 

  

 1. We must carry, not merely TOLERATE 
  

 2.  We accept each other  FOR THE SAKE OF THE OTHER 
  

 3. We accept each other as a  GIFT FROM GOD  proslambanō = take to yourselves, receive a gift 

 

Who would Jesus bless? 

For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, 

 to confirm the promises made to the patriarchs . . . .    Romans 15:8 

  

 1.  Jesus sets a  HIGH  standard (Romans 15:3  Psalm 69:9) 
  

 2. Jesus is the ultimate example of  LOVE 
  

 3. Jesus’ example begins with  SERVICE 

 

The song we sing together 

. . . so that the Gentiles may glorify God for his mercy, as it is written:  

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; I will sing hymns to your name.” 

 Romans 15:9 (quoting from 2 Samuel 22:50) 
  

 1. Praise is the goal of  ALL  Scripture (the history, the Pslams, the prophets and the Torah!) 
  

 2.  CHOIR   is the test of   DISCIPLESHIP   (singing the same song, even if not always in harmony) 

 

The doxologies 

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement 

give you a spirit of unity among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 

 so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Romans 15:5 (see Romans 15:13; 15:33 and 16:25-26) 
  

 1. One heart means _______________________________ 
  

 2.  One mouth means ______________________________ 
 

 Why one heart (homothumadon) and mouth?  Romans 10, because the mission of the church requires it 

   lack of “one” trivializes Jesus’ John 17 prayer and puts  the integrity of the gospel at stake 



 

Reading this week: Psalm 69 

One of the most often quoted of the Psalms, Psalm 69 is Messianic, reflecting the prayer of the suffering servant 

(and so, the Suffering Servant).  This week, look for what Psalm 69 teaches us about the love of Jesus. 

Monday: Psalm 69:1-5, The prayer of desperation 

The opening of this prayer reflects the heart of desperation and repentance.  How does David’s desperation 

lead to his repentance?  What does David’s repentance teach you about the sin in our own lives? 

Tuesday: Psalm 69:6-12, The prayer of the suffering servant 

In these verses, the psalmist shares the feelings of isolation that can accompany the servant of God.  Jesus 

felt the ultimate in desertion for our sake.  How does David’s “zeal for [God’s] house” led to insults?   What 

do you learn from David’s and Jesus’ response to insults? 

Wednesday: Psalm 69: 13-18, The prayer of the confident 

David appeals to God’s goodness and loyal love for his deliverance.  Why is David so sure that God will 

deliver him?  When have you had this kind of confidence in God’s love? 

Thursday: Psalm 69:19-21, On the cross  

Matthew alludes to these verses in Matthew 27:48, when Jesus was offered vinegar while on the cross.  

What “gall” or “vinegar” has the world offered you?  How did God provide when you were most in need of 

his comfort? 

Friday: Psalm 69:22-28, The high cost of sin 

Sin carries its own cost, even before God’s judgment is factored in.  What impact has the curse had on your 

life and family?  How have both God’s  righteousness and justice been reflected in your response to sin? 

Saturday: Psalm 69:29-36, The song of praise 

David completes his prayer with words of praise and invites heaven and earth to join his song!  How has 

God’s work led to praise in your life this week?  Whom are you inviting to join this praise choir? 

 

More study resources for Romans 14-15 

Tim Browning’s “The Best Example Ever” message on this text at 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/mp3/076%20Romans%2012.03-08.pdf.   

Bob Deffinbaugh’s  sermon “Pleasing Others and Praising God” at https://bible.org/series/romans-

righteousness-god 

Ligon Duncan’s message at https://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/ 

“homothumadon” in Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, Vol. 2, p. 580-582 (Hendrickson, 1994). 

Kim Riddlebarger’s messages at http://kimriddlebarger.squarespace.com/sermons-on-pauls-epistle-to-th/ 

Michael Horton’s “Romans from 30,000 Feet” from “An Overview of the Book of Romans”, 

http://www.reformationtheology.com/2011/04/romans_from_30000_feet_by_mich.php 

Sinclair Ferguson’s “The Great Exchanges” at http://www.ligonier.org/blog/great-exchanges-romans/ 

F.F. Bruce’s paraphrase of Romans at https://biblicalstudies.org. 

uk/pdf/eq/1958-2_bruce.pdf  or Paternoster Press (1965); Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Eerdmans, 

1977); and The Epistle of Paul to the Romans (Eerdmans, 1963).  I like Bruce’s poem on page 162: 

 To run and work the law commands, Yet gives me neither feet nor hands; 

 But better news the gospel brings: It bids me fly and gives me wings. 

Tim Keller’s Romans For You (The Good Book, 2014).  I also learned a lot from Keller’s “How to Talk About 

Sin” article at www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/. 

William Hendriksen’s Romans in the Baker New Testament Commentary (Baker Books, 1980). 

James Boice’s Romans, Volume 4: The New Humanity, (Baker Books, 1991). 

https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/eq/1958-2_bruce.pdf
https://biblicalstudies.org.uk/pdf/eq/1958-2_bruce.pdf


Earl Palmer’s Romans series notes “The Greatest Book”, Winter 2002, University Presbyterian Church, Seattle. 

As it is written: Psalm 69  
TO THE CHOIRMASTER: ACCORDING TO LILIES. OF DAVID.  

 
1 
 Save me, O God!  

For the waters have come up to my neck.  

 
2 
 I sink in deep mire,  

where there is no foothold;  

  I have come into deep waters,  

and the flood sweeps over me.  

 
3 
 I am weary with my crying out;  

my throat is parched.  

  My eyes grow dim  

with waiting for my God.  

 
4 
 More in number than the hairs of my head  

are those who hate me without cause;  

  mighty are those who would destroy me,  

those who attack me with lies.  

  What I did not steal  

must I now restore?  

 
5 
 O God, you know my folly;  

the wrongs I have done are not hidden from you.  

 
6 
 Let not those who hope in you be put to shame through me,  

O Lord GOD of hosts;  

  let not those who seek you be brought to dishonor through me,  

O God of Israel.  

 
7 
 For it is for your sake that I have borne reproach,  

that dishonor has covered my face.  

 
8 
 I have become a stranger to my brothers,  

an alien to my mother’s sons.  

 
9 
 For zeal for your house has consumed me,  

and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.  
10 

 When I wept and humbled my soul with fasting,  

it became my reproach.  
11 

 When I made sackcloth my clothing,  

I became a byword to them.  
12 

 I am the talk of those who sit in the gate,  

and the drunkards make songs about me.  

13 
 But as for me, my prayer is to you, O LORD.  

At an acceptable time, O God,  

in the abundance of your steadfast love answer me in your saving faithfulness.  
14 

 Deliver me  

from sinking in the mire;  

  let me be delivered from my enemies  

and from the deep waters.  
15 

 Let not the flood sweep over me,  

or the deep swallow me up,  

or the pit close its mouth over me.  



16 
 Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good;  

according to your abundant mercy, turn to me.  
17 

 Hide not your face from your servant,  

for I am in distress; make haste to answer me.  
18 

 Draw near to my soul, redeem me;  

ransom me because of my enemies!  

19 
 You know my reproach,  

and my shame and my dishonor;  

my foes are all known to you.  
20 

 Reproaches have broken my heart,  

so that I am in despair.  

  I looked for pity, but there was none,  

and for comforters, but I found none.  
21 

 They gave me poison for food,  

and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink.  

22 
 Let their own table before them become a snare;  

and when they are at peace, let it become a trap.  
23 

 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they cannot see,  

and make their loins tremble continually.  
24 

 Pour out your indignation upon them,  

and let your burning anger overtake them.  
25 

 May their camp be a desolation;  

let no one dwell in their tents.  
26 

 For they persecute him whom you have struck down,  

and they recount the pain of those you have wounded.  
27 

 Add to them punishment upon punishment;  

may they have no acquittal from you.  
28 

 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living;  

let them not be enrolled among the righteous.  

29 
 But I am afflicted and in pain;  

let your salvation, O God, set me on high!  

30 
 I will praise the name of God with a song;  

I will magnify him with thanksgiving.  
31 

 This will please the LORD more than an ox  

or a bull with horns and hoofs.  
32 

 When the humble see it they will be glad;  

you who seek God, let your hearts revive.  
33 

 For the LORD hears the needy  

and does not despise his own people who are prisoners.  

34 
 Let heaven and earth praise him,  

the seas and everything that moves in them.  
35 

 For God will save Zion  

and build up the cities of Judah,  

  and people shall dwell there and possess it;  
36 

 the offspring of his servants shall inherit it,  



and those who love his name shall dwell in it
1
 

 

Another summary of the gospel 

Romans from 30,000 Feet by Michael Horton 
from an Overview of the Book of Romans, WHI 2006 

The problem that all of humanity faces is the wrath of God, which is entirely justified because the Gentiles 

know God according to general revelation and the Jews know God according to special revelation. Yet both 

have failed to truly acknowledge God since they have violated His law.  Since everyone is under sin and God's 

wrath the only way out is the Gospel, the announcement that in Christ God has provided a righteousness that 

satisfies his holy requirements.  Christ has absorbed God's wrath in His death and justifies the wicked in his 

resurrection. All of this is received by faith alone apart from works as the examples of Abraham and David 

demonstrate Yet God has not only secured our life from the condemnation of the law, but also from the 

dominion of sin and death. Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection we are made new creatures and yet we 

continue to struggle throughout our lives with indwelling sin and the only hope we have is to look outside of 

ourselves to Christ, with the indwelling Spirit testifying in our hearts to our free adoption and keeping alive 

within us the hope that not only we but the whole creation will share in the final redemption. 

In the light of all this, nothing can separate us from God's love. But how then can we trust this gospel if God has 

been unfaithful to his early promises to Israel? Well, God has always maintained his prerogative of Election, 

even among the physical descendents of Abraham. So salvation isn't a matter of physical decent or of human 

decision or effort, but of God's mercy alone. God has been faithful to His promises, because even now an elect 

remnant is being saved from among Jews and Gentiles and after God adds alien Gentile branches to the tree of 

Israel he will finally bring in the fullness of the Jews as well. In view of all these mercies that stagger our 

imagination, we can now offer, not the dead sacrifices of animals for atonement, but our own bodies as living 

sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. In that light, stop judging each other about things indifferent and get on 

with the business of loving and serving each other. 

 

 

Another helpful definition of “the gospel” 

Even though we have sinned and defaced the divine image,  

nevertheless, through the means of faith, and not through works of the law, and only because God is gracious 

toward Jew and Gentile sinners, and not because we have earned anything from him, God freely justifies those 

who trust in Jesus Christ, through the redemption that Jesus himself accomplished for us and in his place. 

 (from Kim Riddlebarger’s “Justified by Faith”) 
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