
AGREEING TO LOVE 
Romans 14:1-23 (p. 1765) January 21, 2017  

Let us therefore make every effort to do  
what leads to peace and mutual edification 

Romans 14:19 

Intro: 1)  Romans 12-16 are not an afterthought to the wonderful theology of Romans 1-11 

   just like in Ephesians (to get to 2:11) and Philippians (to get to 4:2) = a test of orthodoxy 

 2)  Agreeing to disagree must always give way to agreeing to love! 

Orthopraxis trumps orthodoxy 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 

to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God . . . .    

Romans 12:1-2 
  

 1. Faith produces FRUIT  (Ephesians 2:10) 
  

 2.  GRACE  leads to freedom (Galatians 5:1) 
  

 3. Free to SERVE , not free to sin (Galatians 5:13) 

 

No judging  

Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters.    

Romans 14:1 
  

 1.  Judging applies to BOTH weak and strong 
  

   Weak: ___________________________________ 
  

   Strong: ___________________________________ 
  

 2.  Convictions require CONTINUAL  testing 

 

No tripping 

If your brother is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love.   

Do not by your eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died.   

Do not allow what you consider good to be spoken of as evil. 

For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking,  

but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit,  

because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men. 

 Romans 14:15-18 
  

 1. Externals  NEVER  make me righteous 
  

 2.  LOVE   limits  LIBERTY 

 

 

 



 

We belong to the Lord 

He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives thanks to God;  

and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God.   

For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone.   

If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord.   

So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.  For this very reason,  

Christ died and returned to life so that he might the Lord  

of both the dead and the living. You then, why do you judge your brother? 

Or why do you look down on your brother? For we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 

 Romans 14:6-10 

  

 1. To the weak: CHECK MY CONSCIENCE WITH GRACE 
  

 2.  To the strong: CHECK MY KNOWLEDGE WITH LOVE 
 

 3. The mature believer knows that at God’s judgment seat only  JESUS’  righteousness matters 

 

 

Reading this week: Freedom in Galatians 

Paul’s letter to the Galatian church is a wonderful look into his concern for and God’s plan for Christian 

freedom.  As you read Galatians, watch for encouragement for both the weak and the strong believers there.  

What are the disciplines of the mature believer? 

Monday: Galatians 1:1-24, The Gospel 

Paul sees legalism as a different gospel.  What is the center of the true gospel (see 1:3-4), and what are the 

signs of the different gospel?  How did you first receive this true gospel? 

Tuesday: Galatians 2:1-21, The cost of freedom 

How did Titus’ decision regarding the “disputable matter” of circumcision reflect his freedom?  What cost 

have you paid in order to “go to the Gentiles”? 

Wednesday: Galatians 3:1-25, The priority of faith 

Abraham is Paul’s ultimate picture of faith.  How has Abraham’s faith been a model for you? When were 

you fully away of the power of God’s gracious promises? 

Thursday: Galatians 3:26-4:20, Sons and Slaves 

Daughters and sons have a very special place in God’s economy of grace.  How has the reality of being a 

child of God made your freedom in Christ easier to accept fully? 

Friday: Galatians 4:21-5:15, Law vs. Freedom 

Paul wonderfully sees no tension between standing firm in one’s freedom and expressing one’s faith in love.  

When have you been able to express to your neighbor both your freedom and your love? 

Saturday: Galatians 5:16-26, Live by the Spirit 

Yes, the final check on the misuse of my freedom is the work of the Holy Spirit in my life.  How has the 

fruit of the Spirit (it is a singular fruit!) helped you finish the job that your freedom in Christ began? 

Sunday: Galatians 6:1-18, What counts is New Creation 

Yes, this is an extra day of reading, but Paul’s final words to too good to miss.  Verses 14-15 are the theme 

of the mature believer.  How has New Creation become real in your life? 

 

 

 



More study resources for Romans 14-15 

Tim Browning’s four helpful messages on this text at 

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/mp3/076%20Romans%2012.03-08.pdf.   

Bob Deffinbaugh’s  sermon “Love and Liberty” at https://bible.org/series/romans-righteousness-god 

Ligon Duncan’s message at https://www.fpcjackson.org/resource-library/sermons/ 

Kim Riddlebarger’s message “We Belong to the Lord” at http://kimriddlebarger.squarespace.com/sermons-on-

pauls-epistle-to-th/ 

Michael Horton’s “Romans from 30,000 Feet” from “An Overview of the Book of Romans”, 

http://www.reformationtheology.com/ 

2011/04/romans_from_30000_feet_by_mich.php 

Sinclair Ferguson’s “The Great Exchanges of Romans” at  

http://www.ligonier.org/blog/great-exchanges-romans/ 

F.F. Bruce’s paraphrase of Romans at https://biblicalstudies.org. 

uk/pdf/eq/1958-2_bruce.pdf  or Paternoster Press (1965); Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free (Eerdmans, 

1977); and The Epistle of Paul to the Romans (Eerdmans, 1963).  I like Bruce’s poem on page 162: 

 To run and work the law commands, 

 Yet gives me neither feet nor hands; 

 But better news the gospel brings: 

 It bids me fly and gives me wings. 

Tim Keller’s Romans For You (The Good Book, 2014).  I also learned a lot from Keller’s “How to Talk About 

Sin” article at www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/. 

William Hendriksen’s Romans in the Baker New Testament Commentary (Baker Books, 1980). 

James Boice’s Romans, Volume 4: The New Humanity, (Baker Books, 1991). 

Earl Palmer’s Romans series notes “The Greatest Book”, Winter 2002, University Presbyterian Church, Seattle, 

Washington. 
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Another summary of the gospel 

Romans from 30,000 Feet by Michael Horton 
from an Overview of the Book of Romans, WHI 2006 

The problem that all of humanity faces is the wrath of God, which is entirely justified because the Gentiles 

know God according to general revelation and the Jews know God according to special revelation. Yet both 

have failed to truly acknowledge God since they have violated His law.  Since everyone is under sin and God's 

wrath the only way out is the Gospel, the announcement that in Christ God has provided a righteousness that 

satisfies his holy requirements.  Christ has absorbed God's wrath in His death and justifies the wicked in his 

resurrection. All of this is received by faith alone apart from works as the examples of Abraham and David 

demonstrate Yet God has not only secured our life from the condemnation of the law, but also from the 

dominion of sin and death. Baptized into Christ's death and resurrection we are made new creatures and yet we 

continue to struggle throughout our lives with indwelling sin and the only hope we have is to look outside of 

ourselves to Christ, with the indwelling Spirit testifying in our hearts to our free adoption and keeping alive 

within us the hope that not only we but the whole creation will share in the final redemption. 

In the light of all this, nothing can separate us from God's love. But how then can we trust this gospel if God has 

been unfaithful to his early promises to Israel? Well, God has always maintained his prerogative of Election, 

even among the physical descendents of Abraham. So salvation isn't a matter of physical decent or of human 

decision or effort, but of God's mercy alone. God has been faithful to His promises, because even now an elect 

remnant is being saved from among Jews and Gentiles and after God adds alien Gentile branches to the tree of 

Israel he will finally bring in the fullness of the Jews as well. In view of all these mercies that stagger our 

imagination, we can now offer, not the dead sacrifices of animals for atonement, but our own bodies as living 

sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. In that light, stop judging each other about things indifferent and get on 

with the business of loving and serving each other. 

 

 


